To,

Shri Rakesh Naithani

Joint Director

Rajya Sabha Secretariat

Parliament House Annexe

NEW DELHI-110 001

Tel. 011-23035433. Telefax: 23794328

Email: rsc2pet@sansad.nic.in
RE: PETITION PRAYING FOR URGENT NEED TO CURB FEMALE FETICIDE
SUB: COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS ON PETITION
Sir,
On behalf of ‘Indian Radiological & Imaging Association’, we would like to put on records our appreciation for the laudable efforts of Government of India in implementation of PC & PNDT Act and efforts being made to bring down the incidences of female feticide and curb this heinous crime from the country. The ‘Indian Radiological & Imaging Association’ has always been cooperative with the Government Authorities for proper implementation of PC & PNDT Act and curbing the heinous crime of female feticide.
· Admittedly, female feticide on a large scale even after 60 yrs. of independence is not only both morally and ethically unacceptable, it is indeed a matter of national shame. Basically this is a sociological problem and could be eliminated in the long run only with greater awareness and empowerment of women. Hence, role of education and publicity and action by civil society can hardly be over-emphasized. However, this is not to suggest that legal and regulatory measures should not be pursued vigorously to contain this menace till sociological changes by themselves eliminate this malpractice. 

Some suggestions to stop female feticide and proper implementation of PC & PNDT Act:
1.
Gynecologists- should be registered under PC & PNDT Act:
In most of the cases of sting operations- Gynecologists, non-radiologists in Nursing Homes are caught doing sex determination tests and female feticide and not Radiologists. We suggest that Gynecologists, who are authorized for abortion, should also be registered under PC & PNDT Act.

2.
Violation of PC & PNDT Act

Under this Act, any trivial violation can be considered as a major negligence. In the last meeting of Central Supervisory Board, it was decided to adopt graded punishment as per the intensity of the violation of the Act. e.g. a person doing sex determination should be given severest of punishment and fine. However, for minor lapses, a warning/fine may be imposed considering that the intention has not been to do sex determination, which is the main purpose of the PNDT Act.

3.
Unauthorized Ultrasound Training Centers

· Ultrasound is a part of curriculum of Radio-diagnosis, duly recognized by Medical Council of India, for pursuing a degree/diploma course in Radio-diagnosis, in any of the MCI recognized institutions of the Country. Hence Ultrasound is neither a separate modality nor subject, now being practiced and taught as such. But it has come to our notice that some unauthorized courses are being offered and run by few unauthorized centers. These courses have no legal and authentic sanctity. We understand that by undergoing these unauthorized courses, lots of doctors are practicing Ultrasound in country which is not only against the MCI norms but also is not permitted under the PC & PNDT Act, leading to quackery. Hence it is requested that an immediate action may be taken against all these persons/bodies and rule of law may be established, in the matter, please.

4.
Six months Training course in Ultrasonography-
We may reiterate the following points regarding imparting training to Doctors in Ultrasonography/Imaging Scanning.

· The ‘Indian Radiological & Imaging Association’ strongly opposes to the institution of six months training in Ultrasonography. We wish to reiterate that it should be only and MCI recognized/accredited course. 

· The duration of the training for six months in Ultrasonography is too less to equip and fully train with this modality. With this training, registration and practice of Ultrasonography will further promote the misuse of Ultrasonography by non-radiologists. Also Medical Council of India does not recognize any course less than two years duration for diploma and three years for degree. 

· The six month training course in Ultrasonography will be counter productive, particularly for the point of view of PNDT Act. Such move is likely to promote semi skilled Ultrasonologists at village and smaller town levels who could be attracted towards sex determination. This will indirectly promote female feticide at grass root level. Moreover, it will be difficult to control the Ultrasonography work at such vide spread level throughout the country.
5.
Central Supervisory Board Meetings: 

The Central Supervisory Board under PC & PNDT Act is responsible for uniform implementation of PC & PNDT Act all over the country. As per PC & PNDT Act, two meetings of Central Supervisory Board are to be held in a year. It has been observed that the meeting of Central Supervisory Board has not been held for more than two and half years. The Appropriate Authorities are misinterpreting the PC & PNDT Act on their own ways resulting in harassment to the Radiologists and patients. Indian Radiological & Imaging Association should be permanent member in the Central Supervisory Board at National and state level.
6.
Awareness and Publicity
· Wide publicity to increase awareness about the PC & PNDT Act among general public. Funds sanctioned should be utilized for awareness on implementation of PC & PNDT Act, Save the Girl Child Programme through advertisements like:-

· Daily advertisements in News Papers (both English and Hindi).

· Advertisements in magazines.

· Banner advertisements as in case of Pulse Polio, AIIDS etc.

· Awareness drive on Match Boxes, Packed Food Material, Letter Heads, Hoardings, Air/Railway tickets etc.

· Documentary Films and advertisements on TV (specially on commercial channels like Sony, Zee TV, Star Plus etc. which was widely seen by general public.

· Awareness programmes on Radio especially on FM Radio.

· Check proliferation of Ultrasound Clinics manned both by qualified and often unqualified people, which contributes to the problem. 

· Machinery for detecting cases of substantive violation of the law needs to be strengthened.

· Gather intelligence on likely culprits … use decoys.

· Appoint special prosecutors to pursue these cases in designated fast-track courts.

· ULTIMATE REMEDY: Sociological change- Women empowerment. 
7.
Prohibition of portable Ultrasound machine is not a solution as it is very useful for bedridden and critical patients and also for the patients who are in mobile van and cannot come to the Clinic.
We would appreciate if representation from Indian Radiological & Imaging Association is invited in person to put its views.
Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

Dr. Jignesh Thakker

National Coordinator for PC & PNDT matters and

Secretary General (elect) of Indian Radiological & Imaging Association
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